The Msawa Project

A unique, child centred community cohesion
project, involving clusters of schools in the UK and
Kenya. The project brings internationalism and
global citizenship to life and creates lifelong,
mutually beneficial learning opportunities and
experiences for all the children involved.

Partner Schools

UK based schools
Newbury Park Primary
Woodlands Junior School
Coppice Primary

Gearies Infants

St Andrews

Kisumu/Kenyan Schools
Breaburn Kisumu International School
Victoria Primary, Kisumu

St Georges, Nakuru

Nanga Primary

Pandipieri Informal School

Links with French, Canadian, Dutch, Welsh and Italian schools are also being
developed as part of the Msawa project.

Links to Areas of School Life and School Developmen t
Promotion of community cohesion

International Schools

Global Dimension

Healthy Schools

Sustainable Schools (Eco Schools)

Ethnic Minority Achievement

Every Child Matters

Links to School Awards
Eco Schools Award
International Schools Award




Curricular links
PSHCE, science, literacy, geography, history, DT, art

Guiding Principles

For the project to be firmly focused on child to child communication, rather
than on staff development and ‘teacher exchanges’ between locations.

For pupils across a range of social classes, ethnicities, religions, traditions
and tribes to communicate with each other to support learning, with the aim of
breaking down barriers and promoting community cohesion (local, national
and international).

That the project is part of the schools work on citizenship (local, national and
international) and is part of a wider aim to develop active citizens and
communities who work towards the betterment of their community, their
country and the world.

That non stereotypically ‘British’ children and non stereotypically ‘Kenyan’
children are involved in the project to demonstrate diversity within and
between countries

That schools embrace the project objectives and that facilitators/teachers are
well informed (i.e. they don’t perpetuate stereotypes or reinforce the traditional
‘west is best’ approach found in many school linking projects)

That pupils mainly communicate with each other through letter writing,
although opportunities to swap work, undertake joint projects etc may also be
possible.

For pupils to have an opportunity to communicate through the ‘Arts’ so that
the ‘global conversations’ are not solely based on language.

Pupils’ work and ‘global conversations’ should be exchanged between
schools through email/web and/or post.

The project is sustainable (e.g. has a low carbon footprint) and activities
address issues of sustainability and the local/global environment

Schools should create displays about the Msawa Project and ensure that a
‘whole school’ approach is taken.

The relationships between schools must be equal and mutually beneficial

Schools involved should work towards the International Schools Award.
Schools can offer support to each other on this



There should be a focus on the similarities, rather than differences and pupils
should discuss and celebrate the positives and possibilities for their futures

Schools should support each others’ learning in terms of inter-country links
but also in terms of forming positive and creative links within the UK and
Kenya clusters. In this way we exploit learning opportunities from the local

links as well as the international links

Previous ‘global conversations’ projects

Pupils in the Goal International informal school in
Ethiopia (Addis Ababa) taking part in the ‘global
conversations’ with Woodlands Junior School, UK

Sharing each other’s flags and sending their
‘country symbols’ and artefacts to each other

Pupils at Woodlands Junior School celebrating their
African heritage as part of the ‘global conversations’
project with pupils in Sierra Leone

Pupils at Newbury Park Primary School
exploring Ethiopia in preparation for the ‘global
conversations’ with the pupils in Addis Ababa.
They were using a book called ‘Wake Up
World" to learn about the similarities and
differences between children’s lives in different

continents
==




Learning Objectives

This project is about pupils communicating with each other on a local, national or
international level. What they communicate to each other about can be directed by
class teachers or be connected to a particular project or theme. However, a strong
theme that should run through the project is global citizenship, sustainability and
community cohesion. There are many direct links with the PSHCE curriculum
(personal, social, health and citizenship education)

There are also direct links to other areas of learning such as geography (location,
continents, nature features, climate), maths (data collection, surveys), ICT (writing
emails, blogs), literacy (communication, writing skills), art and Religious Education

Here are some key learning objectives for activities within the Msawa Project:

To explore stereotypes are discuss/challenge them ( e.g. In Kenya
everyone is poor, black etc. In the UK everyone is  white, Christian, rich
etc)

To explore citizenship issues, global issues and cr eate opportunities
for pupils to develop as ‘global citizens’

To explore similarities and differences between chi Idren in Kenya and
the UK.

For pupils to learn about each other’s local enviro nments and local
wildlife

To develop a sense of awe in pupils at the variety of peoples and
environments around the world

Help children to understand and respect differences and relate these
to our common humanity

To explore and compare the problems within each com munity and
communicate to each other about possible solutions. To understand
that we all have problems, but they may differ (obe  sity/malnutrition,
doubts/flooding).

To develop communication, critical thinking, questi oning, research
and presentation skills

To understand the roles and responsibilities of cit izens.
To think about what action pupils can take to affec ~ t change at a local,

national or global level. To encourage children to believe that they can
change things for the better



For the children to think of themselves as represen tatives of the
UK/Kenya and to encourage a feeling of pride and un ity with their
country and fellow citizens (community cohesion).

For children to think of themselves as representati ves of planet earth,
and to work together to explore their collective re sponsibility to make
the world a better place.

To encourage children to feel a comradeship with ea  ch other and
empowered to make changes collectively

To increase the self esteem of both sets of childre  n, and develop and
support their emotional health and wellbeing

To explore human rights/the ‘Rights of the Child’ a nd the tension
between these rights

To examine and celebrate languages spoken by childr en in the
schools involved.

To develop skills in the writing and speaking of En glish (for both UK
and Kenyan children).

To celebrate the Kenyan/African heritage of many of the UK pupils.

To celebrate the cultural heritage all pupils invol ved

To understand that conflicts can impact on people, places and
environments locally and globally (using conflict i ssues in both

countries as case studies).

To develop multiple perspectives and new ways of se  eing issues,
problems and opinions.

To explore environmental issues, issues affecting w ildlife and
sustainability in both countries.

To encourage children to reflect on their own behav  iour in relation to
global problems



Year 3 Pupils from
Woodlands Jr School
exploring their own
Nationality in
preparation for the
‘global conversations’
with children in Kenya

POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES AND GLOBAL CONVERSATIONS

(just some suggestions...the possibilities are endless and can be planned by the
class teachers, although some set lesson plans can be provided)

Conduct ‘global conversations’ by letter writing

Creating ‘questions & answers’ sessions

Exchanging art created by the children

UK pupils to write a fact sheet about living in the UK (positive and negative)
and to include information which will help the children in Kenya gain an insight

into what it is like to live in the UK. Kenyan children to do the same.

Record the languages and heritage/roots of children involved and swap
information between schools

Communication via emails, blogging
Talent shows — filmed and shared
A day in the life of me...

My World. Your World. Our World. — Swapping research projects on an
aspect of global citizenship (war, conservation, drought, homelessness etc)

Together we can make a difference....Writing a joint Global Pledge

“We are Britain/Kenya!” (adapt to suit the location). Explore the diversity within
each locality

Pupils to depict the UK/Kenya in 100 pictures and swap



Production of each other’s flags, art work for display in each other’s schools
Share written and oral stories
Explore literature, music and art from both countries

Swapping photos of children, their schools, their homes and local
environments

Famous landmarks — tourism in my country
My Religion/Religions in my country

Pupils Voice links - Exchange of advice between school councils, eco clubs,
gardening clubs etc

Research projects (can be set as homework) into wildlife, environmental
issues, health issues etc

What makes me happy, what makes me sad?
When | grow up | want to be a....because

Conducting surveys about each others likes and dislikes and presenting the
data in graphs, charts etc

The best things about my country are....the worst things about my country
are...(Examination of problems in both countries/localities)

Producing videos about school life
10 things I'd like to ask you about your country...
Production of country fact books

Joint examination of a particular issue such as climate change

Ms F Chissim
Project Co-ordinator
May 2011



Sharing pictures of each other’s classrooms. UK and Kenya




