St Andrew’s Primary School
Minutes for Parents Forum

Wednesday 29th June 7.30pm
	Discussion points
	Action

	· Mr Hornsby (Vice chair of Governors) reminded everyone of protocol for parents forum (IE; forum is for general concerns, anything specific should be directed towards the child’s class teacher).  
· Mr Hornsby thanked parents/governors for attending and went through minutes from last meeting to explain what actions had been taken.
(A text system has been introduced to make communication even better)

(The end of school arrangements have been changed so that parents are not too squashed)

(Policy on drama club was confirmed – there is a waiting list, but children must show a flair as they are the children who take the main roles in both shows.)

· Mr Felton said that Mr Roper had offered his services as well to help with “training” those who go to sports matches.
· Although parents appreciated that we do not have “jurisdiction” over Hedingham, they asked if we could liaise and get the yearly matches ahead of time, so that communication about matches is improved.  
· Miss Nessbach asked if outfits for the play could be asked for a little bit earlier so that the costumes can be made.  

· An item that was put in the agenda box was asking if the school could provide a shelter for bikes and scooters?

Agenda item:  Parental involvement (inc. Reading partnership, parental forum and P.T.A)
· A lot of ideas to get parents in to read was suggested:  Giving parents a note to ask for volunteers.  Then a “pool” of parent helpers could be introduced as parents are busy and not always available to make every week.  
· Mrs Gurney was asked her opinion on whether it made a noticeable difference to the child’s reading, if they read at home.

Mrs Gurney said that it made a huge difference to the child on their level of progress.  She also said that reading is a partnership between parents and the school so that the best progress is achieved for the child.  If a child cannot read fluently by the time they leave year 2, they will struggle for the rest of the school life.  
· Mrs Bursell said that sometimes parents have had a bad experience of school, so that Tina McPartland’s workshop in school may not be that well attended.  Also, if parents have a low literacy level, then they may not be able to read the newsletter.  
· More parental support for the PTA was discussed.  A suggestion was made that they asked for a “pool” of people, as the volunteers for reading, so that if parents are busy of working, different people could do different things.  Ways of keeping us communication between PTA and the rest of parents was discussed and these are the following ideas;  sharing minutes from the meeting as a separate piece of paper on the newsletter, texting reminders to parents about meeting times and having meetings at different times of day so that working parents could be involved if they wanted to.

· Mrs Bursell told the parent’s forum that increased attendance was going to be a focus for the school in the new academic year. (September 2011)

·  A parent asked if  the new notice board near Acorns could be moved nearer the playground.  
· Mrs Bursell suggested that the new parents could be good candidates to be involved with the parents forum.  Could a note be sent home when they first come in? 

· Mr Hornsby said it would be good for the parents to know who the governors are; especially the new parents.  Governors could take it in turns so that parent governors can see their children’s work.  
· A date was agreed for the next parent forum meeting: 16.11.11 at 9.00am at the school
	Ask Miss Houghton to liaise with Hedingham.
Ask Mr Hart about this

Ask Ms Trappitt about this?

Talk to Ms Trappitt; Could an email address or phone number be given instead of it being written?  So that parents do not have to come into school.  
        Ask Ms Trappitt about this?
Mr Hornsby to organise a table in the library with governors to introduce them.  

Mrs Gurney to ask class teachers to do a reminder about parent forum at November’s parent evening.  
A notice to be put up to remind parents in parents evening.  

	
	


